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THE DIRECTOR NIMHANS BENGALURU

Article 5(J) Agreement (in any other cases)

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
0
(Zero)

THE DlRECTOR NIMHANS BENGALURU

THE REGISTRAR SDUAHER KOLARA

THE DIRECTOR NIMHANS BENGALURU

500
(Five Hundred only)

Please write or type below this line

MEMOII.ANDUI\{ OF UNDERSTAND IN G
This Mernorandum of Understanding (MoU) is entered on

0v04t2024
Between

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH AI{D NEURO SCIENCES (NIMHANS)
BENGALURU, KARNATAKA.

National Institute of Mental Health and Neulosciences (NIMHANS) declared as an Institution of
National inrpotlauce by Act of Parliamettt "The National Institute of Meutal Health arrd Neurosciences,
Bangalote Act,20l2" by Covernnrent ot'lndia vrcle the Gazette of lndra notil'rcation clatecl i4ii'
Septc'mber' 2012. It is att Institute of national inrpofiance functioning under tlre Ministry o[ I lealth and
Family Welfare, Governtneut of India. The institute is dLrly represented by T.he Director, NIMI-IANS.
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SIU DEVARA.] URS ACADEMY OF IIIGIIER EDUCATION AND RESEARCII

",,ii:xlHil',^,.^Sri Devaraj Urs Acaclelry of Fligher Etlucation ancl Reseatch, 'l'at.naka, Kolar is a Deenled to

be University cleclurctl Urrder section 3 of UGC Act, 1956, vide Notification No.F.9-36i2006-

U.3(A) Dt. 25th May 2007, MHRD, Government of India. The Deemed to be University is

sponsored by the Sri Devaraj Urs Educational Trust for Backward Classes, Kolar - a Trust,

wliich has set np educational institutions iu lulal areas of Karnataka, with a lbcus on Medical

Ed,catio, and Social Service. Through the colleges/Hospitals and other institutions set r.rp by

it, the trust has sought to make significant contribution to Medical Education, Research and

Health Care to Rgral population. Tlre trust is cluly represented by The Registrar, SDUAHER,

Kolara.

Each of tlie parties nrentioned above are individually referled to as 'Paftv' and collectively

referred to as 'Parties'.

The ternrs ancl conditions under which SDUAHER. will serye as a project implementation site,

for the NIMI-IANS-NH-SKAN COHORT PROJECT. tirled "Populutiott bused cohurts uffoss

stroke !iJe course onr! development of a comprehettsive stroke care moclel at dislrict level - A

iletrtottstrtttion project in India - NIMHANS-NH-SKAN cohort pn[ect" co'rducted by the

Dept. <.ri Epidenriok-rgy, Ccnire ior Putrlic Healiir, iiiii\4llANs. The Governtleiit of Karnataka

tluough its Directorate of Health and Family Welfare and Health Otficer, is supporting this

project vide letter DDAICD/2112020-21 (A) (E-1030135) dated 08th May 2023 a,d

Mu.Aa.A(Sa.A)/pi R/L-l g1612022-23 dated 06th March 2023.The terms of the Mou are

applicable to tl-re pr-oject identified belorv conductecl by the Dept. of Epidemiology, Centre fbr

Public Health, NIMHANS.

principal Invcstigator: Dr. Pradeep B S, Prot'essor and Head of Epidemiology, Ceritre for

public Health, National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences (NIMHANS) shtrll be

the principal investigator.

Duration: Five Years -0110412024 - 3110312029
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l. Background

NIMHANS-NH-SKAN is a large cohort study aimed at understanding the nattu'al history of
stroke enrploying a rttixcd colroft shrdy design. This will be conducted in talukas of Kolara
district atrd in trvo urban wards narnely Pattabhiramanagary'Shakambari Nagara and
Byrasandra in Bengaluru city. The estimated saniple size of -2lakh people aged 30 years and
above will be followed up lbr a period of 4 years as 'stroke-free cohort' stlatified based o1a
set of lisk factors (obesity, stress, substance use, and diet physical activity, other NCD
cohorts) amongst the eligible population of 4 lakh. Subsequent to the first-ever incidence ol'
stroke alltong patticipants, a llew cohofi named 'stroke cohoft' will be formed utilizing a
prospective cohort study design consisting an expected case load of750 cases over 3 years to
acconrplish the objectives defined belorv. The study also adopts a Quasi Experimental Pre-
Post intervention study design to a sample of 255 stroke cases in each arm to studi, the
effectiveness of a Comprehensive Acute Stroke CAre moDEl (CASCADE model) developed
iu itttpr't.tvc pr'cparedrress, iirarlagerriErii uf siioke, etisririlg iiirl.rroved survival, recluced
disability and enhanced quality of life of stroke patients.

2. Resnonsibilities of SDUAHER. Kolar.

2.1 Facilitate all activities of the ploject including data/sample collection, analysis of
biological samples and reporting

2.2 Test all samples as per the approved laboratory testing algorithm
2.3 SDUAHER faculty will communicate the clinical details and findings, laboratory results

and the completed artd accurate line list to Principal Investigator, Dept. of Epidemiology,
NIMHANS, as and when required/requested

2.4 Nominate personnel fbr workshopltraining/review meetings when requested
2.5 Take part in the quality assurance program conducted by NIMI-IANS
2.6 Recruit field data collectors as required upon approval fronr NIMHANS for the project.
2.7 Assist the project team/staff appointed by NIMHANS/SDUMC for the project in

inrplementation of the project.

2.8 Maintain an inventory of all supplies and/or equipment provided for the project work.
2.9 Ensure that updated project progress reports for the preceding calendar month are sent to

NIMHANS by the l0th of every month.

3. Resrronsibilities of Dent. of Erridemiolosv. NIMHANS

3.1 Will function as the overall Project Coordinators.

3.2 Will liaison with SDUAHER- facr-rlty and State/ district programme officers and for the
smooth functioning of the project.

3.3 Shall give due cledit (Authorship) to all the designated and participating members of
SDUAHER in publications/presentations that arise out of the work carried out in the
project as per mutually agreed publication policies.

3.4 Will conduct External Quality Assurance progranl to ensure quality in Laboratory testing
periodically.

cf I'lentel
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3.5 Provicle training for personnel nominated by NIMHANS and SDUAHER for the project.

3.6 Assess and revierv of the progress of the project along with SDUAHER staff as and wheu

requiled.

3.7 Conduct training/ review meetings/ wolkshops.

3.8 Shall provide required technical and other assistance to SDUAHER for the complete

implenientation of the project

3.9 Will assist and coordinate the team visit to the project sites every three months and

monitor all activities and processes'

3.10 An IEC plan will be developed to inform study team about the cases (stroke cases).

3.11 Review and monitoring will be done by expert advisory group every 6 months, by

independent monitoring team every 3 months and quality checks by project team.

4. Financial resnonsibilitics:

4.1 The finapcial assistance received by NIMHANS for NIMHANS-NH-SKAN Project will

be disbursed to SDUAHER, Kolar to meet the following expenses

a) Salaries for field data collectors recruited under the project as per agreed nrtnrbers (not

exceeding {15,000 pel data collector).'fhe number of data collectors will be around 40.

Tl-re exact iiuiirbers sliall be decided before thc study bcgins.

b) Travel expenses for site visits by project staff (not exceeding {5,000/month)

c) Consumables and other contingency expenses connected with the testing of sarnples

d) Sample transporlation costs (on actuals)

A budget plan 1br the first year is provided below

LIIIE

item
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I Salaries - Field data

collectors including
Lab sample collectors-

-40 in number

1 s000 40 9 54,00,000

2 Travel for field dala
collectors

4400 40 9 rsR4000

J Travel for investigators
flom SDUAHER (on

actuals)

3000 5 12 1,80,000

4 Consumables and other
contingencies
including sample
transportation

5000 1 t2 60000

5 Total 72,24,0001-

lliuhcr



4.2 This amotlnt shall be disbursed in three instalments. The first instalment of 4OYo shall be
disbirrsed to SDUAHER. Second instahnent of 40% and f-inal instalment of 20yo shall be
disbtrrsed following provision of Utilization certificates and Statement of Expenciitures as
appropriate. If required, NIMHANS may request SDUAHER to provide bills and receipts for
the satre. SDUAHER needs to maintain tlrc accounts which is opcn to Audit by NIMHANS.

4.3 This aMoUnt will be fixed yearly depending upon tlie actttal qxpenses incurred cluring the
previotts year and the projection fbr the corning year. Any other requirements, if any, will be
considered on mutual discussion. The continuation of the project is consequent to the
continuation of funding frorn SKAN Research Trust. In case of discontinuation of the project,
advance notice shall be provided as per item 6 below.

5. Rccord keeping and access

5.1 All data collected will be upioaded into a passworti protecteci (3-iayers) server with
access only to specific authorized individuals within the study team. Every access a1d
activity within the server will be logged as per pertinent policies, rules and guidelines.

5.2The core team within NIMHANS shall check for conrpleteness, qr.rality and accuracy of
data collected utilizing specifically developed quality check formats. Any discrepancyl
clarifications shall be sought with the field team and rectified/ rnodified within the server
on a weekly basis.

5.3 Only specific core team members within NIMHANS, authorized by the Principal
Investigator, shall have the access and rights to nodify data as per protocol.

5.4 Both parties shall maintain data confidentiality.

6. Term and Termination

6.1 The initial tenn of this agreement will commence on the l't Day of April 2024 and shall
continue for five years from the date of commencement, unless otherwise terminated i1
writing by either party as provided herein.

a) Either party may terminate the agreement upoh 90 days' written notice to the other party.
b) In the event of a material breach of any terms of this agreement, any party may terminate

the agreement upon filing written notice of any material breach of its terms with the other
par'Ly, and alfiirdirrg iirc br'cauliiug parly i5 wurkirig days to reutify iiie breach io iirc
noticing party's sati sfaction.

7. Amendments
This agreement rnay be modified, cancelled, or renegotiated upon mutual consent, at any
time, through an amendment signed by authorized representatives of the organizations.

8. Governing Larv and iurisdiction of court
This MoU and all issues arising out of the same shall be construed with the laws of India.

9. Disrutc rcsolution larvs

9.1 Any dispute(s) arising out of this MoU shall, as far as possible,
between the Parties here to lhiling which the following shall apply.

Srl l)
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Apy dispgte under this MoU shall be referred to albitration by a sole arbitrator to be

appoilted jointly by the parties. The arbitration proceedings shall be lteld in Bangalore, India

in accordalce with the provisions of tlie Arbitration and Conciliation Act, 1996 or any

statutory re-enactment or motlificatiun tlrereof for thc timc bcing in force. The Parties agree

that the arbitration award shall be final and may be enforced as a decree. The Parties fufiher

agree tlat sr,rbject to the above only the competent courls at Bangalole, India shall have

jurisdiction in all matters arising hereundet.

l0.Forcc maieure
lf and to. the extent that a Party's performance of any of its obligations trnder this MoU

hindered or delayed by fire, flood, earthcluake elements of nature or acts of God, pandemic,

acis of wat, ietrorisiri, riots, civil disorders, rebellions or rcvolutions, ot any othcr siinilar

cause beyond the reasonable control of such Party (each, a "Force Majeure Event"), and such

non-perfoLnrance, hindrance or delay could not have been prevented by reasonable

precautions, then the non-performing, hifldered or delayed Pafiy will be excused for such

non-perforrnance, hindrance or delay, as applicabls, of those obligations effected by the

Force Majeure Event for as long as such Force Majeure Event continues and such Party

coiitirrues to use iis best efforts to recomnicncc pcrfotrnancc whsnever and to lvhatever extent

possible without delay. including through the use of alternate sources, workaround plans or

other means. The Party whose perlormance is prevented, hindered or delayed by a Force

Majeure Event will imrnediately notify the other Parties of the occurrence of the Force

Majeure Eyent and describe in reasonable detail tlre nature of the Force Majeure Event.

If the Force Majeure Evei'rt coiitiiiues for a continuotts pcriod cxcccding 30 (thirty) days, the

parties shall mutually agree on the futnre course of action. However, despite all efforts made

by the Parties in good faith, if the Force Majeure Event continues for a period of 90 @inety)

days, either of the Parties shall have the right to terminate this MoU by giving the other

Parties notice of termination in writing'

11. Limitation of liabilifv
Neither party will be liable for, nor will the measure of damages include, any punitive or

consequential or indirect losses or damages, including lost prof-rts or third party claims arising

o,t of or relating to its performance or failure to perform under this MoU. Liability for all

punitive or consequentiai or inciirect iosses or damages is hereby expressiy excitrdeci.

12. Data and Confidentialitv
(a) The parties each hereby acknowledge and agree that in connection with the

Memoranclum, they may have access to information that is confidential and/or cornmcrcially

valuable to one ol'nlore of the olher Parties ("Cclnficlential Informatiou")

(b) The parties each hereby acknowledge and aglee that they rnay be both the receivin g party

in relation to sorne Confidential Information ("Receiving Party"), and the disclosing parly in

relation to sonre other Confidential Information ("Disclosi

l:",)
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Memorandllm may apply to a Party as both a Receiving Parly and as a Disclosing Party, as

the context so provides

(c) In relation to any Confidential Information
(l) the Receiving Party shall keep the Confidential Inlormation confidential arrd

secret.

(lI) the Receiving Parly shall only use the Confidential Infornration for the purpose of
working in good faith on the Project in accordance with this Memorandum.
(lII) the Receiving Party shall not release the Confidential Information to any other
party, unless that ot'her party' is an advisor lvho is under a duty of confrdentiality, is
assisting with the Project, and needs to have the Confidential Information in ordcr to
assist with the Projeci.

(d) If there is any doubt as to whether any particular information constitutes Confidential
Information, the Receiving Party should presume it is Confidential Inforrnation, until the

Receiving Parly obtains explicit confirmation from the Disclosing Party that it is not

Confi denti al Information

(e) Each Pafiy's respective obligations of conf,rdentiality under this clause will sr"rrvive the

termination or expiration of this Memorandum and will continue after that Party ceases to
participate in the Project

(f) Each party agrees not to reveal the

work or any ol.lier produr-:t, witliou'r

explicit written consent, to any third
presentations

I3. Signatures:

a.) Authorized Signatorics:

identity of the individuals who havb ploduced the art

liisilier oi' his/lrer legally autlioi:ized representative's

party or media, including in their repofts, articles or

Signature:

Date:

Name: Dr. Pratinra Murthy
Designation: Director
Address:NIMHANS
Plrorre : 9 1 -80 -2699500 1 /5 002

enrai I : cl irstalf@ninrhans. ac. in

Address: SDUAHER, Kolara

Phone: Rcgistrar
Sdrllrilara.i lJrs Acadorny of llighcr

Etlrcllion nnrl lleserrr.elr
Iilnrtli:r. Iiotur . 563 I l)J.

"I,'YIbl\
Designation: Registrar
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b.) Witnesses

Sisnature: lt rg Q -etl
Date: Dp/>-ry
Name: Dr BS Shankaranara

Designation : Registrar

Address: NIMHANS
Phone: 91-80-269950 donrl lrcdtrte o[ itlcntal I teu-Ett 

-

email: regt@nirnhanl J'-- s"l"ntt"' Btog,turrr-io0 u2')

Signatr.u'e:

Date:

Name:

Designation:

Address:

Phone:

email:
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